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success of such operations depends in large
measure upon accurate Staff work, and, through-
out, the orders for the force were prepared by
Haig, and written in his own handwriting.
Carefully preserved, they served as a model of
such operation orders at the Staff College for a
quarter of a century. And behind the orders
there were the same careful regard to every
detail, the same strict adherence to method, both
in plan and execution, that marked Haig's work
throughout his career. French and Haig were,
in fact, an ideal combination for the work they
had to perform. French, determined in pur-
pose, bold in conception, and prepared to accept
all responsibility ; Haig, accurate, clear-headed,
a master of Staff work, of unwearied energy,
with an almost uncanny capacity for foreseeing
the probable action of his enemy.

The departure of Lord Roberts marked the
severance of the association of the cavalry leader
and his Staff Officer. Soon afterwards, Lord
Kitchener selected Haig, now with the local rank of
full colonel, for the command of a group of mo-
bile columns, and charged him with the task of
dealing, first in the Orange River Colony, and
later in Cape Colony, with the small bodies of
Boers still waging guerilla warfare. It is inter-
esting to note that the detached parties of Boers,
against whom he was operating, were under the
chief command of General Smuts, who, in the
Great War, was to be a member of the War
Cabinet of Great Britain.